Community Choices – sample schedule 
Also see “curriculum links” and sample planning form


“Community Choices” (a one-day simulation)
Involves students (aged 16+) engaged in role play focused on the development of palm oil plantations on land previously covered by rainforest in Kalimantan on the Indonesian island of Borneo.  Activities are carried out both indoors and outdoors. 

The Indonesian groups:
Indigenous people, plantation workers, plantation owners/managers, local government officials, local branch of environmental/social justice NGO.  Why use groups based in Indonesia?  Because the aim of Community Choices is to engage hearts as well as minds and to bring home the effects (of our choices), on people in other countries - role play is a more effective way of doing that than, say, a PowerPoint or simple research.

Linking global and local and personal:
a)
A gap year student (from Cumbria) joins each of the Indonesian groups (eg a

Social Science student with the NGO, a Business Studies student with the plantation managers/owners, a Politics student with the local government officials).  Their prompts will allow them both to link consumerism in this country to the effects on Kalimantan and to provide an objective perspective.
b)
Another “travelling” group, appropriate to the venue, eg a fact finding delegation

appointed by UK government (in context of fuel price rises, focusing on viability of biofuels from here and abroad) which looks at the local venue’s scenario as well as the situation in Kalimantan. 
Pre-event work: 
Research by the students, eg on “what I know”, “what I can find out” (via a few, given websites) and “what I want to know” about palm oil, biomass/renewables, and sustainability.  It is recognised that not all students will do this.
Outline of the day:
Teachers are provided with a fuller schedule, on which are listed: venue, staffing, aids, handouts, learning styles/opportunities (an effort is made to cater for a variety of learning styles, including kinaesthetic).  
Teachers are also given CDEC’s risk assessment and planning sheet to assist them with their own risk assessment and planning for the day.
The day can be adapted to suit the venue (eg where a venue uses biomass for heating).
9.30 am
Arrivals
Welcome, Health & Safety, first aid, housekeeping.
9.45 am
Why are we here? 

Introduction to the aims of the day, the schedule and the context.
10.20 am
Ice breaker 

Allocation of students to role groups (for the day). 
10.25 am
Orienteering – each group collects its generic information (on Kalimantan, the local site, biofuels, palm oil etc), which is colour coded, placed around the venue.  Groups find their allocated sites for group work.
11.05 am
Quick on the Draw 
q&a competition between groups to facilitate familiarisation with material. 
11.20 am
10 minute break.
11.35 am
Activities at group bases

Groups are given group specific information and prompts, and carry out tasks at their group sites: jigsaw (visual message about their group’s priorities); creating visual and aural representations (from wrist bands to placards to chants) of their role groups using given and natural materials; ranking of statements on cards (views & priorities re palm oil etc).
12 noon
We are the …
Each group gives a brief presentation about who they are (with their logo, motto, etc) and their priorities as shown by their ranking of statements.
Question Time – all ask questions of each other. 
12.30 pm
LUNCH TIME – sit in role groups.  

Radio news – about new a palm oil plantation and a linked development relevant to the UK.
1.10 pm
Gut Reactions  - Each group discusses its initial responses.
1.15 pm
Co-operation activity – short whole group activity to symbolise possible co-operation.  (Context – a fact finding trip in the rainforest goes awry when the minibuses are bogged down and the mobile phones are out of signal).
1.30 pm 
Mini Forum – mixed groups formed – using Post-Its to indicate the different reactions to possible new plantation (sticking them on map showing site) – to discover others’ views & find who is an ally, who an opponent.
1.40 pm
Finalising group planning  - role groups re-form to share what they have learned and to finalise strategy, make alliances, firm up arguments.
1.50 pm
Public meeting – “New Palm Oil Plantation – Benefits & Concerns” - chaired by CDEC staff as if reps of World Bank – airing of all views.
2.30 pm
Public opinion Vote – using four statements (ways forward) derived from the meeting – “voting with feet” (standing next/near to statements) - in role, then out of role.
2.40 pm
Carousel of Issues – chance to comment on key issues (out of role) including relevance of welfare of indigenous peoples to UK citizens, consumer choices, rainforest depletion, biofuel.
3 pm
Evaluations
3.30 pm
Thank you and goodbye
Follow-up work:

In liaison with school/college (eg using Philosophy for Children sessions to explore issues more deeply; investigating how students can be empowered to make changes that they choose to make; using assemblies or work with younger pupils).
Other simulations:
CDEC can offer other simulations suitable for a range of Key Stages.
For more information, charges, etc:

Please contact CDEC on 015394 30231, office@cdec.org.uk
CDEC’s websites: www.cdec.org.uk, www.globaloutdoors.co.uk
CDEC represents the North West Global Education Network in Cumbria – www.globaldimensionnw.org.uk
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