[image: image1.wmf]
QCA curriculum review: “A big picture of the curriculum” (draft Jan – Mar 08)

“Community Choices” provides a global dimension for learning, with role play and outdoor activities contributing to a “range of learning approaches, including enquiry, active learning, practical and constructive”.
Focussing on the effects of the palm oil industry on community groups, it supports the overarching themes of “community participation”, “global dimension and sustainable development” and “creativity and critical thinking”; as well as the “statutory expectation” of “knowledge and understanding of the world”. 
“Community Choices” uses learning beyond the school and offers a range of learning styles to facilitate personalisation.  Students’ feedback is valued, enhancing confidence and understanding of the teaching and learning process.
Every Child Matters
“Community Choices” supports “enjoy and achieve” via engaging and fun activities; “make a positive contribution” with involvement of all participants in reviewing issues and devising strategies; and provides a global context and food for thought in regard to “achieve economic well-being”.  (Participants are also briefed on, and given responsibility for, health and safety.)
Learning Outside the Classroom (DfES, 2006)

“Community Choices” supports the “use of places other than the classroom for teaching and learning”.  As the manifesto says, “These, often the most memorable learning experiences, help us to make sense of the world around us by making links between feelings and learning.  They stay with us into adulthood and affect our behaviour, lifestyle and work.  They influence our values and the decisions we make.  They allow us to transfer learning experienced outside to the classroom and vice versa.”  

“The potential for learning is maximised if we use the powerful combination of physical, visual and naturalistic ways of learning as well as our linguistic and mathematical intelligence.”
“Developing the global dimension in the school curriculum” 

DfID & DfES, 2005, www.dfes.gov.uk/publications/guidanceonthelaw/115_00/
This government guidance lists eight key concepts for the global dimension: global citizenship, conflict resolution, social justice, values and perceptions, sustainable development, interdependence, human rights and diversity.  
Each experience of “Community Choices” will be different, but it is very likely that most, if not all, of those eight key concepts will be addressed.
“Community Choices” helps students to understand the social and environmental impact of the global palm oil industry, to which they and we contribute on a day to day basis.  
As well as addressing inequalities among stakeholders (in power, wealth and resources) and conflicting agendas (like environmental protection vs wealth creation), it also shows how complex the problems and proposed solutions can be (see, for example, the debate about using palm oil as a biofuel).
Sustainable Schools and Self Evaluation
“Community Choices” is an ideal way to enter the Global Dimension doorway of Sustainable Schools (addressing the “growing interdependence between countries” and helping to develop “a responsible, international outlook … based on an appreciation of the impact of … personal values and behaviours on global challenges”).  
Increasingly, Ofsted is looking for evidence for sustainability in the SEF.  “Community Choices” is also relevant to SEF section 4 (personal development and well-being), supporting making a positive contribution to the community (with an understanding of rights and responsibilities and how to express views and take part in communal activities).
Different learning styles (with reference to Howard Gardner’s model)
“Community Choices” has been designed to cater for a range of learners, from the logical (who seeks to find the links between issues), to the kinaesthetic (who will have the chance to move around and interact with the environment), to the linguistic (who can read and summarise written information for their group), to the visual (who can be creative and use natural materials to convey a message), to the interpersonal (who can act as facilitator), to the intrapersonal (who can ponder and contribute original ideas), and also the auditory learner (who can follow and implement instructions).
AS and A Levels

AS and A Geography from September 2008

QCA’s guidance (Feb 07 draft) quotes interdependence (social, economic, environmental and political connections between places and the interdependence in change); environmental interaction (including sustainable development); physical and human processes (shaping landscapes and societies); and cultural understanding and diversity (including developing students’ own values and attitudes about issues) as key concepts, all of which inform “Community Choices”.  
“Community Choices” can also be seen to support learning by challenging “geographical imaginations” of places.

Edexcel’s draft indicate that AS topics will include “Going Global” – with the benefits and negative impacts of globalisation for societies, economies and environments.  “Community Choices” has such issues as its main focus. 
The A2 draft includes “Biodiversity under threat”, including “recognition that human wellbeing is interlinked to ecological wellbeing and the range of management options”.  The depletion of tropical rainforest and its replacement by the monoculture of palm oil plantations is at the heart of “Community Choices”. 
“Community Choices” can also inform other topics like “Bridging the development gap” and “The technological fix” (relating to uneven development and strategies for tackling it).

AS & A World Development (www.wjec.co.uk)
“Community Choices” complements this subject very well, in particular Assessment Objective 3, which requires the application of knowledge and critical understanding to unfamiliar contexts including a variety of social, economic, environmental and political contexts; the analysis and interpretation of evidence, reaching judgements on development issues; and awareness of students’ own values concerning development issues.

AS & A Critical Thinking (OCR)
“Community Choices” involves assimilating and analysing information (about palm oil production and stakeholders and their priorities), then evaluating its impact, and devising arguments and counter arguments for and against proposed courses of action.  Post-event work could use the experience to examine any component of the AS/A specification, eg credibility of evidence.
AS & A2 Religious Studies
Through “Community Choices”, students are faced with situations relevant to “practical ethics” and “environmental ethics”, with questions of moral responsibility (relevant, for example, to OCR A2 unit “Religious Ethics 2”).
Key Skills

“Community Choices” supports the development of Key Skills, including problem solving, working with others and improving own learning and performance via team work, challenges and reviews.

To find out more, or to contribute your ideas or feedback, please contact CDEC via 015394 30231 or office@cdec.org.uk, quoting “Community Choices”.   

We look forward to hearing from you.
A note to teachers – a bit of background & acknowledgements
CDEC (Cumbria Development Education Centre) is developing a simulation activity for sixth formers called “Community Choices”, involving role play and activities in the outdoors (whether that be in school grounds or further afield).  “Community Choices” is one of a range of simulations for a range of ages.
With thanks to the University of Leicester for inspiring this work via their original simulation called “Botanica” (www.le.ac.uk/botanicgarden/botanica.html).
The aim of “Community Choices” is to explore social justice and sustainable development, in the context of plans for a new palm oil plantation in the rain forests of Kalimantan (on the eastern side of the Indonesian island of Borneo).  Students take on the roles of stakeholders, from indigenous people to plantation managers, from local government officials to NGO representatives.
Students have the opportunity to:

· Enjoy activities in the outdoors (with bad weather sites available)

· Analyse information from different sources

· Think critically, creatively and collaboratively

· Draw their own conclusions


· Consider other perspectives and respect different views

· Change their minds based on consideration of evidence

· Balance their own needs and wants with those of others

· Consider how their own and other people’s values and decisions are affected by different life situations

· Consider the different factors involved in individual, community and political decisions

· Consider the relationships that exist between the UK and other countries around the world through business and trade

· Understand what sustainable development means:

· the interaction between ecological, economic and social aspects of development

· how ecological, economic and social aspects of development impact differently on different people

· Consider the relationship between the environment, human rights and poverty

With thanks to the Department for International Development for funding this work within the Going Global in the Outdoors project (2005-8).

 Community Choices – simulation activity for ages 16+
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